FOODIE: Farm-Oriented Open Data in Europe
The agriculture sector is a unique sector due to its strategic importance for both European citizens
(consumers) and European economy (regional and global) which, ideally, should make the whole sector a
network of interacting organizations. Rural areas are of particular importance with respect to the agro-food
sector and should be specifically addressed within this scope.
The different groups of stakeholders involved in the agricultural activities have to manage many different
and heterogeneous sources of information that need to be combined in order to make economically and
environmentally sound decisions, which include (among others) the definition of policies (subsidies,
standardization and regulation, national strategies for rural development, climate change), valuation of
ecological performances, development of sustainable agriculture, crop recollection timing and pricing,
plagues detection, etc. Such processes are very labour intensive because most parts have to be executed
manually and the necessary information is not always available or easily accessible. In this context, future
agriculture knowledge management systems have to support not only direct profitability of agriculture or
environment protection, but also activities of individuals and groups allowing effective collaboration among
groups in agri-food industry, consumers, public administrations and wider stakeholders communities,
especially in rural domain.
To that end FOODIE project aims at building an open and interoperable agricultural specialized platform
hub on the cloud for the management of spatial and non-spatial data relevant for farming production; for
discovery of spatial and non-spatial agriculture related data from heterogeneous sources; integration of
existing and valuable European open datasets related to agriculture; data publication and data linking of
external agriculture data sources contributed by different public and private stakeholders allowing to
provide specific and high-value applications and services for the support in the planning and decisionmaking processes of different stakeholders groups related to the agricultural and environmental domains.
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